
ARMED FORCES RACE CHALLENGE: REGULATION REGARDING GPS / LAP TIMING DEVICES 

At the end of the 2024 season The Championship was open to suggestions from the points scoring competitors to make 

improvements and developments. 

A suggestion was made to forbid the use of dataloggers with a live / predictive timing capability to prevent manipulation of lap 

times aiming specifically at enhancing Performance Index.  The vote was in favour of banning visual aids for lap timing and as 

such the regulations were proposed and carried forward with Motorsport UK to ban the use of GPS lap timing / data logging 

devices during the races. 

There is an appreciation that exploitation of data following sessions is a very economical and safe way of coaching and learning, 

therefore a complete ban of GPS devices was avoided.  The regulation written for 2025 allows for devices to be installed but out 

of sight of the driver, therefore removing the ability for a driver to see the live / predictive lap times but retain the ability to follow 

up after the event. 

The regulation reads as follows: 

5.10.5 

GPS / LAP TIMING DEVICES 

Data logging / lap timing devices are permitted. However, during race sessions the device must be physically mounted behind the 

ROPS main hoop and the screen not visible to the driver by any means. For the benefit of doubt there are to be no devices capable of 

providing predictive lap timing to the driver during races. 

Infra-red lap timers as per NCR Ch.12 App.13 Art.13 are permitted. 

Disallowed devices within driver eyeline (in front of ROPS main hoop) include (but not limited to): GPS lap timers, dataloggers, video 

data logging screens, dash loggers with predictive lap timing, performance driving optimisers etc. 

Failure to adhere to this regulation will result in disqualification from the meeting (both competitive rounds) and may not take part in 

further sessions in that meeting. 

It is noted that some vehicles have electronic packages installed (such as dash units) and integrated to the car which can't be 

covered up.  To fall inline with the spirit of these regulations those devices must be disabled from showing anything but a static 

lap time (as per the IR lap timers, no splits or predictive) and it is the responsibility of the competitor to prove to the eligibility 

scrutineer that the device doesn't provide live / predictive timing - this might involve connecting a computer to demonstrate the 

configuration. 

For those competitors who have GPS devices fitted and unable to secure behind the main ROPS in order to uphold the spirit of the 

regulations it is acceptable to place a physical barrier across the front of the device (which doesn't allow the display to be seen 

from any angle) and secured with at least two tie wraps at 90 degrees to each other and crossing in the middle of the device.  

These tie wraps prevent the cover being removed whilst the driver is in the car. 

Those with Video VBOX devices they either require the OLED display to be disconnected and the cable secured away to prevent it 

from being plugged in without cutting the securing mechanism, or it needs to be physically covered and tie wrapped with 2x ties 

as described above. 

Garmin Catalyst devices should be mounted behind the ROPS and have audio disabled. 


